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Nipawin OASIS Centre celebrates grand opening

BY KEVIN MCBAIN

Journal Staff

After 12 long years, the Nipawin OASIS Community Centre finally has a permanent home.

A large crowd gathered at the official opening of the Community Centre, located at 504 Railway Avenue West, Feb. 27.

A countdown and an official balloon release marked the grand opening of the new Centre which will remain the home to the COPE group and the Collective Kitchens group. It is also become the new home of the Nipawin Youth Program and Nipawin’s KidsFirst program.

At the opening, speeches were heard from several dignitaries including Basil Forsberg on behalf of the Town of Nipawin; Project Co-ordinator Lanny Baerwald, and Lyle Bittman, on behalf of the Honourable Claudette Bradshaw, Minister of Labour and Minister responsible for Homelessness. Letters were also read on behalf of MLA Allan Kerpan and MP Brian Fitzpatrick. These led to the main speaker Marylou Hamilton, one of the founders of the Nipawin Oasis Community Centre Co-operative.

Baerwald, who was the project manager, said that the project was a total group effort.

We are blessed, he said. This project is the result of a lot of people putting in a lot of time on this project.
A project like this demonstrates the value of partnership and reflects on everyone’s commitment to working together to have a strong, positive and lasting impact in addressing homelessness in Nipawin and in Saskatchewan, said Bittman.

The Nipawin Oasis Community Centre Co-operative Ltd. was established in 1992. It has years of successful experience at developing and supporting a variety of programs designed to re-integrate marginalized groups in the community. The OASIS is a non-profit organization.

The OASIS was developed to address an identified need for community-based programs for disadvantaged groups in the Nipawin area. A group of mentally ill clients needed day programs to have the opportunity for support through group activities. As well, a need for adequate nutrition programs for financially disadvantaged individuals was demonstrated. Thirdly, a group of mentally challenged individuals required skill development programs in a community setting.

Early in the fall of 2000, a group comprised of several community agencies and services came together with a common concern that focused on the relative homelessness of the youth and their families in the community of Nipawin. A committee was formed that became known as the Northeast HOMES committee.

With the support of funding from HRDC, the Northeast HOMES Committee Needs Assessment was conducted, which closely documented the experience of the community of Nipawin with respect to the issues which make this population vulnerable to relative homelessness.

In 2002, the Northeast HOMES Committee approached the Nipawin Oasis Community Center Co-operative Ltd. with the idea of forming a partnership to address the homelessness issue. Working together they were able to access $207,138 through a Supporting Communities Partnership Initiative Contribution Agreement? between the HRDC and the Oasis.

Under the agreement, the Nipawin Oasis Community Centre Co-operative Ltd. purchased and renovated a building to house existing programs that were scattered throughout the community and facilitate the development of new programming to become a community resource center in Nipawin.

The ownership, fiscal support and responsibility for programs is jointly supported by the local community, local agencies, DCRE, Kelsey Trail Health Region, government and users of the facility.

A partnership has been established between the OASIS and through the Northeast HOMES Committee, the Town of Nipawin, Cumberland Regional College, Kelsey Trail Health Region, Nipawin School Division, Department of Community Resources and Employment and Eastern Region 2 Metis Nations. Each organization is represented on a management committee to assist the Nipawin Oasis Centre Co-operative Ltd. in the operation of the Oasis Community Resource Centre.

Members of the Nipawin Oasis Community Resource Centre Management Committee are: Cec Gooliaff, Dept. of Community Resources and Employment; Dan Poulin, Town of Nipawin; Hazel Peterson, Oasis Community Centre Co-operative; Julie Bedel, Cumberland Regional College; Rennie Harper, Kelsey Trail Health Region; Gordon Benton, Nipawin School Division and Ryan Calder, Metis Nation - Eastern Region 2.

Members of the Nipawin Oasis Community Centre Co-operative Ltd. Board of Directors are: Hazel Peterson, president; Steven Conant, vice-president; Ruth Mark, past-president; Gaylene Toothill, treasurer; Amanda Wilmot, secretary; Bev Riou, director. Advisory Committees: COPE - Lyle Adderley (Kelsey Trail Health Region); Collective Kitchens - Lois LeBlanc (DCRE).

